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I have an Inventive Idea
• NOW WHAT IF…

• I SHOW MY IDEATO MY FRIENDS AND  
THEY LOVED IT.

• I PUT MY IDEA ON MY WEBSITE (OR
YOUTUBE) FOR THE WORLD TO SEE.

• Why or Why not?

Should I protect 
my idea with 
NDA?

“If exposed, the 
secret will lose all its 
power!”

Week 4 - IP and Creativity Dr. TW Liu 2



Ownership of IP right

Hints:
• The work is created under the course of employment
• The work is resulted from carrying out the duties as 

employee

Discussion:
IP rights for creation works from staff
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The 628 Patents with Inventors/Co-inventors
in the Name of “Steve Jobs”

607 patents with 
Applicants/Co-Applicants in the

name of “APPLE INC”

(607)

(96)

96 patents with Applicants/Co-Applicants in the 
name of “JOBS STEVE”
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IP Commercialization Strategy ... simple or not?
You need different types of strategy in different processes

Prototyping & 
Testing

Patent
Application

IP
Commercialization

Trademark 
Registration

Design 
Registration

Idea

Copyright

Trade Secret

IP Searches

Commercialization & IP 
Trading

Product & IP Portfolio 
Development

Project 
Selection & IP 

Evaluation

Product Idea
Generation &
IP Protection
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DETERMINATION OF  
APPROPRIATE IP  
PROTECTION
Patents
Trademark
Copyright
Trade Secret
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What items have patents ?

Wine Bottle opener

Chinese character input method and device

Construction materials made of rubber
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ta all “Wine Bottle Opener”
ta – Title or abstract; all – has the same effect as AND

Photo
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https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1SFXN_enHK499HK499&biw=1280&bih=646&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=tkFdXMWVFMWU8wWHnKrwBg&q=wine%2Bbottle%2Bopener&oq=wine%2Bbottle%2Bopener&gs_l=img.12..0j0i7i30l2j0i30l6j0i7i5i30.172397.173160..174759...0.0..0.60.272.5......1....1..gws-wiz-img.kqx50Mh0Vos


Photo

Week 4 - IP and Creativity Dr. TW Liu 9

https://www.google.com/search?q=wine%2Bbottle%2Bopener%2Bnitrogen%2Bgas&rlz=1C1SFXN_enHK499HK499&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=f0HBQ9aVziansM%3A%2CwJCxrCIXjgDcKM%2C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kQP5nrRlF9PW7IFzCfGJNhQs4Wz3w&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwirgOL0_-DkAhXBAYgKHeijCkAQ9QEwGHoECAMQDA&imgrc=f0HBQ9aVziansM


Understanding the Patent Process
• File a Patent Application in a Country

• Application Number
• Patent Priority

• Priority Date (the priority right exists during the 12 months period)
• Filings for more Patent Applications in different Countries

• Patent Publication
• Publication Date
• Publication Number

Announcement:
The Patent Office publishes your submissions 
after 18 months from the (Earliest) Filing Date

• Search and Examination Report
• (Category X, Y,A) Cited References (Prior Arts)

• Grant a Patent / Rejection

Same IP Similar IP Novel & Inventive IP 
(X Cited Ref: xx1) (Y Cited Ref: yy1) (A Cited Ref: aa1)

(Y Cited Ref: yy2) (A Cited Ref: aa2)

• (Earliest) Filing Date
Patent Office:
The Patent Office receives
your submissions
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What items have trademarks ?
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How many times the brand appears?
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“Dolby Atmos” [ Basic Index ]

“???” [ Owner Name ]

Photo
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https://www.google.com/search?q=dolby%2Batmos&rlz=1C1SFXN_enHK499HK499&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwik7a_Bw6zgAhURF4gKHTMwAToQ_AUIECgD&biw=1280&bih=646


Continue on next page ...

“Dolby Atmos” [BI]

“009” [IC]
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... continue from previous page

“Dolby Laboratories” [ON]
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What items have copyrights ?
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Where Copyright Declaration comes from?  
And since when?
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What items have trade secrets ?
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Discussion :
The IP contents of a product consist of a bundle of 
rights being entitled by the IP owner(s). Please identify 
the IP contents of my smartphone?
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• Samsung
• Galaxy
• Note 10
• Fast battery charging
• AMOLED display tech
• Capacitive touch screen
• Bixby software coding
• Spen Apps
• Samsung Pay software

Brand/Trademark:

Patents:

Copyrights:

Trade Secrets: • Chip making process
• Curved edge glass 

display making process

Who owns the IP Contents of My Smartphone?

Remarks: Android system is owned by Google  
Play Store is licensed from Google
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Where to Look for New Product Ideas ?
• Including but not limited to:

• Technology Magazines
• Product News
• Company Websites
• Kickstarter
• Alibaba
• Product Launch Press Releases
• ProductAdvertisements
• Exhibition News
• ProductAwards
• Conferences
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https://www.kickstarter.com/
https://www.alibaba.com/?src=sem_ggl&cmpgn=678190955&adgrp=34276573373&fditm&tgt=kwd-14739453&locintrst&locphyscl=9061619&mtchtyp=e&ntwrk=g&device=c&dvcmdl&creative=148007444330&plcmnt&plcmntcat&p1&p2&aceid&position=1t1&gclid=CjwKCAjwxILdBRBqEiwAHL2R8za0CxrIV38U1q_mttJklNpY4VNu_cthbu5JCzjxQVIQXEymQESgvRoC9hEQAvD_BwE
https://www.good-designawards.com/


WHAT KIND OF  
“TECHNOLOGY PUSH  
INNOVATION” IS THERE?
Examples
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Companies that Built on a Single Product

• A small company may use Kickstarter.com or other 
crowdfunding campaign websites to set up a startup 
product page for a single product to raise money.

• You can discover the name of the company and the 
project together with the description of the new product in 
the website.

• When you search for the patents of the product, use the 
company’s name in the applicant field of the search query.
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Example 1: Liftware

Brand: liftware
pa all "verily life sciences“ 

AND
ta = "stabiliz*"

Patent Strategy : Spoon + Steady control

736 records
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9 records

pa – patent applicant; 
ta – Title or abstract;

https://www.liftware.com/steady/
https://www.liftware.com/steady/
https://www.liftware.com/steady/
https://www.liftware.com/steady/
https://www.liftware.com/steady/


Example 2: Neuroon – Personal Sleep  
Architect

Brand: neuroon pa all “intelclinic”

Patent Strategy : Sleeping Mask + Neuro Sensors + Light Control

2 records
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https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/intelclinic/neuroon-worlds-first-sleep-mask-for-polyphasic-sle/description


Example 3: ZUTA– The Mini Mobile  
Robotic Printer

Brand: zuta pa all “zuta labs”

Patent Strategy : Printer + Running Wheels on Printing Surface

5 records
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https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1686304142/the-mini-mobile-robotic-printer


Example 4: Dlodlo - VR

Brand: dlodlo pa all “Dlodlo”

Patent Strategy : VR + Wide Field of View (FOV)

180 records
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Search for Patents of a Large Corporation

• When you search for patents of a large corporation, such 
as “Apple” or “Google”, specific product features should 
be distinguished from a large pool of search results on the 
corporation at hand

• You can narrow down the search results to a more 
manageable size by using more than one limiter as 
follows:
• the relevant keywords in title or abstract of the search queries
• the relevant IPC main groups considered to be useful to set up the

search queries
• the relevant year range for the publication date of the search 

queries
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Example 5: Multi-device Wireless Keyboard

Brand: logitech
pa all “Logitech” 

AND ta any “multi device”

Patent Strategy : Keyboard Input x More than One Device

1,123 records

26 records
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Example 6: VIVE – Virtual Reality System

Brand: vive
pa all “htc”

AND pa all “virtual reality”

Patent Strategy : VR + Walk Experience + Hand Gesture Experience

3,697 records
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Example 7: BRAGI THE DASH

Brand: the dash
pa all “bragi”

AND ta all “wireless ear”

Patent Strategy : Earbud + Sensors to Control Noise

181 records
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23 records



Patent Rights are Held by OtherApplicants ?

• Normally, patent rights are held by the original company
• For example:Anova Applied Electronics

• When patent rights are held by other applicants related to 
the original company, additional search should be 
conducted in the name of the other applicant
• For example: “Jeff Wu” who is one of the founders of Anova Applied 

Electronics
• When patent rights are reassigned due to “change of 

company name” or “merge and acquisition by a new 
company”, additional search should be conducted in the 
name of the new company
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Example 8:Anova – Low Temperature Cooking

Patent Strategy : Cooking Food - High Temperature

Brand: anova
pa all “anova applied electronics”

OR pa all “wu jeff”

26 records

74 records
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Example 9: Baidu –Autonomous Driving
Cloud Services

Patent Strategy : Vehicle - Human Driver

Brand: baidu
pa all “baidu”

AND pa any “car vehicle automobile” 2,466 records
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24,407 records



Example 10: InnoTier – Sustainable
Lifestyle Products

Patent Strategy : Garment Bags + UV Disinfection

Brand: innotier pa all “juladore” 3 records

TM was filed
in mid-2020

Why we get zero
search results on
patents in 2020?

Now we can find 3.
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https://en.prnasia.com/releases/apac/innotier-launched-new-sustainable-and-innovative-products-in-hong-kong-amid-covid-19-pandemic-286135.shtml
https://en.prnasia.com/releases/apac/innotier-launched-new-sustainable-and-innovative-products-in-hong-kong-amid-covid-19-pandemic-286135.shtml
https://en.prnasia.com/releases/apac/innotier-launched-new-sustainable-and-innovative-products-in-hong-kong-amid-covid-19-pandemic-286135.shtml
https://en.prnasia.com/releases/apac/innotier-launched-new-sustainable-and-innovative-products-in-hong-kong-amid-covid-19-pandemic-286135.shtml
https://en.prnasia.com/releases/apac/innotier-launched-new-sustainable-and-innovative-products-in-hong-kong-amid-covid-19-pandemic-286135.shtml


Example 11: Stay Home Safe –
App using Geofencing 
Technology

Patent Strategy : App + WiFi Signal of Home

Brand: stay home safe pa all “compathnion” 0 records

Why TM was
not found?

Why we get zero search 
results on patents?
Patentable or non-
patentable inventions
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https://qz.com/1822215/hong-kong-uses-tracking-wristbands-for-coronavirus-quarantine/


Fruit for Thought by Devialet on Sound

Have you ever seen a ball 
sculpture like this and wonder who 

makes this piece of art?

https://www.devialet.com/en-us/phantom-speaker/
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https://www.devialet.com/en-us/phantom-speaker/


THANK YOU !
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